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18th Annual WFBL Winter Talks Minutes
February 5, 2012 ▪ Burlington, NC

1. Attendees:

· Adam Brake, Power Rangers – Commissioner

· Thomas Lipps, Raleigh Middle Fingers – Vice Commissioner

· Jeremy Moore, World Champion West Raleigh Moundchargers
· Andrew Blue, Fuquay Nine

· Chris Burkett, Hickory Scorpions

· Matt Burkett, Ball Hawks

· Dennis Close, Durham Indians

· Don Hunnicutt, Apex Alleycats

· Chip Kiel, Ellicott City Black Sox

· Mike Rudd, Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls

· Daniel Warren, Spivey’s Corner Knockouts

· Dennis Welly, Fostoria Screwballs

2. Check Presentations
2011 League Fees: ($40 x 11) + ($20 x 1) = $460

2011 League Expenses: ($150 CBS) + ($10 engraving) + ($16 ball) = $176
2011 Prize Money: $460 - $174 = $284
	
	
	2011
	2010
	2009

	3rd Runner Up
	Fuquay Nine (Andrew Blue)

2011 Wild Card Winner (13-10)
	$40


	$40


	$50

	2nd Runner Up
	Hickory Scorpions (Chris Burkett)

2011 O’Brien Division Champion (14-9)
	$52

	$52
	$57

	1st Runner Up
	Raleigh Middle Fingers (Thomas Lipps)
2011 Gottfried Division Champion (17-6)
	$77

	$78
	$72

	League Champion
	W. Ral. Moundchargers (Jeremy Moore)

2011 Avent Division Champion (14-9)
	$115

	$116
	$107


3. Trophy Presentation

2011 Season in Review

· Twelve teams were in contention for the playoffs with 4 weeks to go (only RMF had clinched a playoff spot). Ten teams were still in contention with 3 weeks to go (still, only RMF had clinched a playoff spot). Six teams were still in contention with 2 week to go, with the Avent Division and the Wildcard still up for grabs.
· Despite owning the AL MVP, NL MVP and AL Cy Young, the NL Cy Young runner-up and the AL ROY runner-up, the Power Rangers failed to make the playoffs.

· RMF clinched home-field advantage throughout the playoffs with the best regular-season record for the second consecutive year (16-7 in 2010, 17-6 in 2011). The Middle Fingers have compiled 33 regular season wins in the past two seasons. Hickory and Pittsburgh are next best with 27 each.
· Trends
· 24 draft picks traded (up from 12 in ‘10) – 14 of those picks involved either Durham (9) or West Raleigh (7)
· 100% (12/12) of the league either traded away or received a 2012 draft pick (75% in ’10)

· 66% (8/12) participation in the 2011 Minor League Draft (down from 83%  in ’10)

· 82% (9/11) participation in the 2011 Winter Talks (down from 92% in ’10)

· A Summer Talks event was not held in 2011
4. Draft Location & Date
Location

· Hickory, NC?
· Chris’s house? Other ideas or suggestions? - Yes
Potential Dates

· Sun. April 1st   ( my preference

· Sat. March 31st
· Sun. March 25th
· Sat. March 24th
Mike out 31/1, Chip out 24/25, Droopy out 17/18
Considerations

· Kiel triplets’ birthday is Mar 24th
· Chris’ birthday is Mar 25th
· Raegan’s birthday party?

· Natureboys draft?

Possibility of Friday March 30th at 6pm

5. Important Dates
The official WFBL Player Price Guide must be released no later than 2 weeks prior to the draft, ideally, 2 weeks prior to when protection lists are due (which would be 3 weeks prior to the draft, since protection lists are due 1 week before the draft). 
	Player Price Guide Released
	Friday, March 9, 2012

	Protected Lists Due
	Friday, March 16, 2012

	Schedule Released
	Friday, March 23, 2012

	19th Annual WFBL Draft
	Friday, March 30, 2012

	MLB Opening Day
	Thursday, April 5, 2012

	Initial Roster Transaction Requests Due
	Friday, April 20, 2012 (11:59pm)

	Minor League Draft
	Sunday, April 29, 2012 (9pm)

	Expanded Rosters
	Monday, August 20, 2012

	Trade/Transaction Deadline
	Monday, August 27, 2012

	Playoffs Begin
	Monday, September 10, 2012


6. League Software
Cost for CBSSports.com remains $149.99 as the “Early Bird Special” (deadline Feb 7th). – Vote 12-0
7. Draft
· Online draft board: expect only minor improvements in the 8th installment of our home-grown online draft software.
· Networking available? Wireless? - Yes
· Projector? – Need to borrow
8. Minor League Draft

The last three years, we’ve held the minor league draft online all in one night. This alleviates issues where a player lost minor league draft eligibility during the course of the draft. Owners who cannot be available have the opportunity to submit a list.
9. Open Forum

a. Expanded rosters – do we need to still do this? It doesn’t seem that anyone takes advantage of this anymore. – Leave as is.
b. Chip made a 2-1 trade to acquire Pujols. Because of the trade, his reserve roster dropped below the legal limit (5). It turned out to be an oversight that was corrected before the next scoring period, but there are two rules in the Constitution that make this a “gray area”.  9.1: After the start of the 3rd scoring period, teams are free to make trades of any kind without limit, so long as the active rosters of both teams involved in a trade reflect the required position distribution upon completion of the transaction. This would include subsequent pickups, drops, etc. 6.2: All transactions are effective at the beginning of the next scoring period. Q: Following a trade, how long does an owner have to bring their roster into compliance?  - By next scoring period – Vote 12-0
c. Japan Games – March 28-29  Count these games?  No idea what Commish site will do.  Motion to not count those games – Vote – 12-0
d. Errors as O – Remove? 7-5 in favor

e. Trading same pick twice? Offseason only.  Next highest pick.  What if 1st Round pick or no higher picks?  Any player off the roster prior to keepers, and player will not count toward protection limit for the receiving team.
f. Trophy – Find out how much it is going to cost and divide by 12, and present at Draft.
g. Motion to end on Sunday championship, software supporting – Vote 12-0

h. Mike thinks opening week being 10 days is gay. So is All-Star week.

i. Consider lowering champions protection?  No 2nd.  Consider lowering all protection?  Wait until next year.
10. Constitution Review – Adam will send out for review.
11. Commissioner & Vice-Commissioner Nominations and Elections - Remove
12. Rules Committee Nominations and Elections
Jeremy and Mike were elected to a 2-year term beginning in 2010, and Daniel was elected to serve a 2-year term beginning in 2011, so we need 2 new guys to serve a 2-year term beginning in 2012.
Chris and Andrew voted in – 12-0
13. Draft Lottery

2 “chances” – Fuquay Nine, Hickory Scorpions, Raleigh Middle Fingers, and West Raleigh Moundchargers
4 “chances” – All other teams
1. West Raleigh Moundchargers (Avent)

2. Ellicott City Black Sox (Gott)

3. Fostoria Screwballs (OB)

4. Raleigh Middle Fingers (Gott)

5. Fuquay Nine (Avent)

6. Power Rangers (OB)

7. Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls (Gott)

8. Ball Hawks (Avent)

9. Durham Indians (OB)

10. Apex Alleycats (Gott)

11. Spivey’s Corner Knockouts (Avent)

12. Hickory Scorpions (OB)
14. Division Alignment

*Defending Division Champs: Hickory Scorpions (O’Brien), West Raleigh Moundchargers (Avent), Raleigh Middle Fingers (Gottfried)
Avent Division

West Raleigh Moundchargers*
Fuquay Nine

Ball Hawks

Spivey’s Corner Knockouts

Gottfather Division:
Raleigh Middle Fingers*
Ellicott City Black Sox

Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls

Apex Alleycats

O’Brien Division:

Hickory Scorpions*
Fostoria Screwballs
Power Rangers
Durham Indians
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